
THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND 

NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 



fined S 
""••.' yr^f^.   ' <—*. «-.,. 

emces Technical Information fl gencv 
Because of our limited supply, you are requested to return this copy WHEN IT HAS SERVED 
YOUR PURPOSE so th^t it may be made available to other requesters.   Your cooperation 
will be appreciated. 

= E:    WHEN GOVERNMENT OR OTHER DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS OR OTHER DATA 
SDD FOR ANY PURPOSE CITHER THAN IN CONNECTION WITH A DEFINITELY RELATED 
INMENT PROCUREMENT OPERATION, THE U. S. GOVERNMENT THEREBY INCURS 
S POSSIBILITY, NOR ANY OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER; AND THE FACT THAT 1HE 
INME" T MAY HAVE FORMUL AT ED, FURNISHED, OR IN ANY WAY SUPPLIED THE 
RA WINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, OR OTHER DATA IS NOT TO BE REGARDED BY 
ATION OR OTHERWISE AS IN ANY MANNER LICENSOR THE HOLDER 03. ANY OTHER 

tf OR CORPORATION, OR CONVEYING ANY RIGHTS OR PERMISSION TO MANUFACTURE, 
! SELL ANY PATENTED INVENTION THAT MAY IN ANY WAY BE RELATED THERETO. 

Reproduced    by 
• w 

Tt  ft ft It  £5 ^ *•  «••       i »••%•»•  #% ^       #t m  at ^ •• ff% D C uUME H1  SERVICE C E N i E R 
KHOTT BUILDING, DAYTON, 2, OHIO 

i ji VwL/\ooi r 



31 
Ci C/O 

Need  Analysis   :cesearch  rrojocL  -ran 172-363 October 2fl.  195/, 
Contract #K7  onr i*63 
D,   CT ricClolland,  Chief  Investigator 

<- 3 Religious and Other sources of Pa.-ental 

Lul 
I Attitudes Toward Independence Training 

by 
D    C.  McClelland,  A.   Rindlisbacher, and P-  deCharma 

Wesley a p. University 

Half a  century SP^  Max Weber  first  f c rrculat eci hi.'3  hypotheses than 

the spirit  of modern  ceMtaiism is  intimately connacted with the Prot- 

e-3ta.it  ^thir   (h).     Ever since,  the idea has been taKen  fir granted by 

?oroe  ->r argued away by  others as an artifact due to other causes.     Bu'. 

all   irr^e that  this  is  one of  the major hypotheses of modern  social science. 

.-.eber's original   presentation makes  the problem seem very much like one 

in basic  personality structure or in psychology, yet psychologists, by anu 

large,   have  ignored the question,  or at  least done very little to test the 

hypothesis «-mpirically.    This paper represents a  .. Lrst step toward trying 

to  check  some of  its     implications  at the behavioral level. 

In  brief,  ..eber's argument  runs as follows:    he first notes that 

Protestants  in Cierroany, and generally in Europe, were more likely to go 

into business  or to schools preparing for business than Catholics.    He 

t.h»n deals with  some of the more obvious  easy explanations for this fact. 

For example,  could  it  be because Protestants are a minority group and, 

likp  Jews oerhap^ ,   ?o into  business   because  prevented fror. succeeding in 

other spheres of activity?    This does n t  seem likely to him because 

Catholics,  as persecuted minorities   in Holland and 3nglar»d| did not sim- 

ilarly go into business.    Or could   it be that Protestantism simply rep- 

rfi&fento a  further ota?^ of secularisation  t.o Catholicism,  making it mors 

t>' c'*ibi>=-   f >r   individuals to enrage in -natepi*] istic  erofiomic  affairs 
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rather than spiritual enterprises?    He fe^ls this explanation is highly 

unlikely also because Pr testant church control ii some countries was more 

rigid tiian Catholic church control had beon, ant yet it wa3 in these vary 

countries that the most marked economic developmert occurred. 

From considerations  such as these and others he was led to the con- 

clusion that the connection between Protestantism arc1 energetic economic 

activitr is ideological in nature.    That is, he contends that it was 

the  very nature of the Protestant view of salvation which forced devout 

Protestints into capitalistic enterprises conducted in a new and more 

strenuoas manner.     He quotes from Benjamin Franklin to illustrate the new 

spirit he has in mind:     "Remember that time  is meney.    t-c that can earn 

ten shillings today by his labor, and eoes abroac,  or sits idle, one 

half rf that day,  though he spends but sixpenee curin^ his diversion or 

idleness,   ought not to reckon thao the only experse-  he has really 

spent,  or rather thrown away,   fiv? shill irjgs besides,"     (4,  p.  48),    This 

new spirit changed entrepreneurs  from leisurely business men carrying on 

middleman functions  in a traditional way,  into dynamos    f energy,  buL. 

"above all  temperate and reliable,  shrewd and conplotely devoted to thair 

business,"   (4,  p.  6?).    He further :••:• *.es that tnr.s energy did not  seem to 

be directed at the amassing of wealth  because many    f these tuniness men 

did not   feel  that they could or should enjoy  tha:r money oven after they 

had it.     Instead the" plowed it   back int    the   jusdrsas.     In fact,  as Ueber 

sum^ it   up, such a man  '\<?ets nothing  out of his wealth lor himself,  except 

th«  1 rrat.i onal   s«nse of having done his  ;;ob well  "     (4,  p.   71).. 
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This seems to be the way in which these men behaved. Mew in what 

sense does Weber feel their religion made them th£.t way? First, he 

devotes considerable space to demonstrating how Protestantism, as con- 

trasted with Catholicism, had managed to make the "evaluation of the 

fulfilment of duty in worldly affairs a3 the highest form which the 

moral activity cf the individual could assume."  (4, p. 80). This was 

new because; previously the highest form of w.oral e.ctivity had tended to 

lead the individual out of the world into the monestery. Weber connects 

this shift in emphasis in particular with Luther's concept of one's 

calling or vocation as something required by God.  Secondly, ho argues 

thax Protestantism in general and the Calvinistic doctrine of predestina- 

tion in particular tended to put. the individual on his own in relation to 

God with nothing—neither priest nor sacrament, nor good works—to help 

him gain salvation. Since, according to Calvin, ? ran could not "earn" 

his way into heaven, all that he could do was to create in himself the 

conviction that he was one of those whom God had elected and the chief 

way to creat this conviction was never to err but always, :ui life's 

every detail, to perform one's highest moral duties.  "There was no place 

for tie very human Catholic cycle of sin, repentance, atonement, release, 

followed by renewed sin„"  (4, p. 117). Thus, economic activity became 

just one mere place where a person was obligated \-.y  the highest moral 

considerations to create the conviction of his owr salvation by the ex- 

cellence cf his performance, "In practice this means that God helps those 

who help themselves„"  (4, p. 115)- 
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In terms of     jcent research on human motivation  (l),  it would ap- 

pear not tco far-fetched to associate the new "spirit of capitalism" 

(e»g, , "the irrational  sense of having done his ,-!ob well") with an in- 

crease in achievement motivation  (n Achievement)  and the Protestant 

emphasis or, "self-help"  for salvation with an iicreased stress on in- 

dependence training for young children.     Stated :*n this way,  the hj^-po- 

Ihesis co.1. »?5i5y Vie checked empirically in terr^  of measuring instru- 

ments now available.    Thrt  is, the prediction would  oa that Protestants 

should have higher achievement Motivation than Catholics and that Prot- 

estant families should eriphasize independence training rrore.. 

This  *ay of slating the problem tends to provide some further sup- 

port for Weber's l:\ne of reasoning because Wintsrbot.om (5)  and NcClel land 

and Friedman (2) h;ve already demonstrated an empirical  connection be- 

tween emphasis on  independence trainin? and n Achievement.     The  full ar- 

gument relating Weber1a hypotheses to these two  factors  involves the 

following steps:     (1) Protestant families tend tc emphasize independence 

training mere than  Catholic   families;   (2)   independence training leads 

to higher r  Achievement;   (3)  Protestants have higher n Achievement thai 

Catholics;  {U)  higher n Achievement leads to more vigorous economic ac- 

tivity if coupled vrlth other belief systems sucn as those involved in 

Protestantism;   (5)  economic  development is greater in Protestant group-3 

and countries than in Catnolic  groups and countries.    This paper is con- 

cerned onlj with the  first step in this chain of reasonings—with the 

prediction that Protestant parents will emphasize early independence for 

their children mor^ than Catholic  parents will.     Jince Weber also suggests 

(5..   p.,   117)  tha4   Je:ws like Frotestants have largely ^rationalized"   the 
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world and "eliminated magic as a means to salvation", ws will also check 

the attitudes of Jewish parents with the expectation that  they too will 

emphasLze independence training more than Catholic parents. 

Frocedure.    Th3 measuring instrument was a "questionnaire administered 

as par: of a larger study to be T'epor-ed elsewher.: wfich included among 

other things the itaas  ased by Winterbottora tc neasure par-ntal a;tituce 

toward independence training.    The instructions and aojaa of the  I ,em*J 

used will serve to define no3t quickly wh?.t  is meant by independence traiiim; 

"3eside each statement them are two blanks .     Ir the  first one put   a 

check mark if it is one cf the tilings you want  in yoi;r child by the tire  he 

is ten years old.     In the second one,  put the approximate .age by which you 

think your child should have lea:-ned this behavior..,.. 

     To know his way around  the  city, 

_ To try new things for himself. 

    To do mil  in competition. 

         To make his own friends." 

These items ar? foar of the thirteen which Ifinierbotton (5)   'ound here 

associated significantly with higher achievement  motivation  in th-J sons  of 

those mothers who tsr.ded to want these things eery In  their children. 

Thera wp.ra other "caretaking"  ii«ms which also involved learning   -o do things 

for oneself,  bit which were not included  in the scores computed for oui  pur- 

poses because they were not associated with higher achiavemrat motivation* 

These :Lnclvded such items as; 

              To eat well alone. 

To look after his own  posaes3ior:s„ 
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 To go to bed by himself. 

    To do tasks around the house. 

These items seem to reflect things that the child should do for the 

parent rather than for his own welfare which may explain why they were 

not associated with higher achievement motivation. 

The qujstionnairec were administered occasionally in church groups 

but more of>en individually in two or three med-uvt-sized cities in Connect- 

icut  The four religious groups of parents studied were Protestant, Jewisl, 

Irish-Catholic, and Italian-Catholic. An Attempt was irade to get an equal 

number of fathers and mothers in each group and an equal number from three 

social clas3 groups. As a rough check on the class status cf our respon- 

dent;;:, we obtained the years of schooling which the parent had completed 

sir.ee this was easiar to obtain than other measures like inconE level, and 

since it correlates fairly highly with other indexes of class status {';>). 

To avoid su:h complicating features as generation- 1 differences, volunteer 

errors and the like, we selected most of the parents on the basis of df.ta 

provided by their children in a large questionnaire survey conducted in a 

city high sohcol, This meant that we often picket! parents on the basit. of 

thei." religious and educational characteristics and went and asked then dir- 

ectly to fill out the cuestionnaire..  Consequently wo could restrict our 

sample to parents roughly between the ages of 30 fvnd 50 who nad =t least 

one child at the present time between the ages of 6 and 18 (with the excep- 

tion of fou* cases where the child was between 2-j and 6 years of age)„ 

Result3,.  The major findings re presented in Table 1 which shows the 

average ags3, cross-classified by religious and educational status, at 
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which fathers and mothers expected their children to have mastered the 

13 independence trailing items. The means in this Table represent varyinp 

numbers of cases in individual cells because it was easy to get some types 

of caoes and hard to get others. For example, vho means for the lowes', 

educational level Italians ar^? based on 10 father) ar.d 11 mothers, where- 

as trie lowest educational level Protestant means -ire based on 2 fathers and 

U  uouhers because it was hard tc find Frotestan•; .fronts in this age range 

who had not graduated from high schocl„  Consequently tha means for the 

religious groups are not necessarily equivalent to what they would be for 

a representative sample of cases fron; each group, but it seemed better to 

equalize educational differences by i sing the msans in the analysis, s:lnce 

otherwise the differences might be wholly due to the generally lower edu- 

cational level of the Italian group. There wer; at least k  cases in 20 

of trie 24 ceiis, 3 cases in 3 of tne ceiis, and 2 cases in 1 cell. Th« 

total number of cases is 152. 

The results of an analysis of variance on chese means are also pre- 

sented in Table 1.  The conclusions ere ciear-c.it .  Religion, sex of parent, 

and 3'IuCiticr:al level all contribute ?itTnificanoly +0 th* '.'ariancr? as 

tested against an error- term b^-red or individual "ases in the total sa:r.ple 

The two Catholic groups expect independence in th^ir children later than 

the Protestant or Jewish groups„  Fathers are generally more lenient t?an 

mothers—expecting independence near] y a year lits-r on the average—and, 

as the educational level (and associated socioeccnomic status) increases, 

parents expect earlier independence rlthough thi.=. last factor is somewiat 

less important than the other two. There are also some intcresting in:er- 

action effects among the three primary variables.,  For instance, education 
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P-otescant 
Fath er 
Mother 

Jewish 
Father 
Mother 

Irish Catholic 
Father 
Mother 

Italian Cax-hoLic 
father 
Mother 

Educational live! 
means 

Table 1., 

Average Ages At Which Parents 
Expect Children to Have Masoered 

Various Independence Training Items 

less than 
13 gh school 
graduates 

High school 
graduate up to 

college graduate 

College 
graduate 
or more Means 

8, 04 
o„56 

6.41 
6041 

6 90 
5.55 

7,12 
6.17 

7,65 7.12 
6.66 

6.48 
5.89 

7.08 
o.lO 

8„50 
7.23 

7.92 
7.61 

8 26 
6.40 

8,23 
7708" 

9 05 
9,68 

10,43 
6:87 

6.51 
8.00 

8,66 
8,^18 

U 1 J 
n   > 1 7 ai 

Religions 
group 
means 

6:6i 

6.59 

7..6< 

8.. 42 

Fathers' te$&n 

Analysis of Variance 

Source  of variatior       Sum of squares df, 

1, Religion                               13.91 3 

2, Educational   level               4.60 2 

3o     Sex of parent                       4.74 1 

4«     Interaction a. 78 17 

Mean squpre- F 

heOti. 12.21** 

2..30 6»05*» 

4.74 12.47** 

.69 1„32* 

Error 128 ,}& 

** significant at the 1%  levels 
* Significant at the 5!? lave!,. 
* The primary sources of variation interact significantly, a fact which cannot be 
discussed here as being beyond a preliminary treatment of the results.  For this 
reason it nas also been necessary to compute an independent estimate of error based 
on the actual variation of the individual cases in the various ce^is following the 
approximation method described by V.alker and Lev (4, pp. 381-382), 



affects the reaction? of Italian fath«r« and mothers quite differently 

from the way it affects parents in the other religious group?.... This 

third-order interaction shows up as significant, in the full analysis of 

variance (which incidentally appears to preclude using the interaction 

term as an estimate of error), but its meaning cannot h* pursued here as 

beyond the scope of a preliminary analysis.. 

It i3 also possible to make comparisons between individual pairs 

of religious groups. For example, the Irish and Italians may be com- 

pared to note the effects of cultural differences with religion held con- 

stant.  If this is done uring the means in Table ] and assigning their 

difference its appropriate mean squeru caLimat^ by i-he method described 

bv Snedecor (3. p* W)0), an F ratio based on the error estimate in Table 

1 may be obtained which is significant at less than the 2%  level. That 

is, the Irish mean of ?„66 appears to be significantly lower than the 

Italian mean of 6.^2.  If samples matched for ^durations] stabw and 

sex of parent are draim at random from the Irish and Italian groups 

(N=23 in each case), the Irish mean is lower than the Italian mean as 

in  Table 1 but at a lower level of significance (+ =1„63, p < ,11)* 

Thus the analysis supports the contention that culture has an influence 

on age of independence training over and beyonc religion, although not 

unequivocally if one chooses to pay attention to the results from the 

smaller, matched sample of cases.  A similar analysis can be made of two 

similar cultures which differ in religion* This involves th«- Protestant 

that the Irish expect independence significantly later than -he Protestants. 

That is, whether the significance test is run using variance estimates 

based on Table 1 or matched samples drawn from each group (M-26 in each 

case), it reaches the 1%  level of confidence,  Jn short it 1iQks as if 



the Irish are in between, being influenced toward earlier independence 

training by cultural   tactors and toward later independence training by 

religious  factors.    They expect independence significantly later than  :.he 

Protestants and probably significantly earlier than the Italian  Catholics. 

•» 

DISCUSSION 

The hypothesis  is  clearly borne out  by the facts..    Protestant  and 

Jewish parents expect independence earlier on the part  of their children 

than do  Irish-   or  Italian-Catholic??.     The  first s^ep toward attempting 

to chec;< Wtber't   hypothesis at the empirical  level  has produced support 

for it      Religious   factors do seum to condition parental attitudes toward 

inuependence training.     However, there are many other steps to take before 

the general hypothesis  can be considered verified.     We know from Winter- 

bottom's results that,   independence training is likely to lead to higher 

achievement  motivate.or ,  but we have yet to demonstrate that Protestant 

and Catholic groups differ in lh   -  predicted way.     Furthermore, u>e have 

shown that these expected differences in attitudes toward  independence 

exist only within a given  country, namely,  the U.S.  and we have not as 

yet shown that They likewise exist  in the same way in other countries 

which are predomincntiy Catholic  or Proliant.     Finally,  of coirs*,  WR 

have nor.  demonatrated any empirical relationshic between higher achievement 

motivation and greai v.,   economic activity, although  r.tit,  as   _s   the case 

with   the  other   Links   in  the  chain  of  reasoning,   the  presumptive  evidence 

seems  fairly  strong. 

The. dsta also shed light on other factors which have been alleged 

to be of  importance  ir   conditioning general   value attit'ni«s.     For the 

(•reudians the  al 1 - imp', rtant source  of  values and motives is   the family*, 

e have shown that   fathers and  mothers differ   in   the ape  it  which the; 

H• • •:'       i' [• ; -!j\1i'n   t-   • ••     • rii   i •    ch I   'If • •       HOf "S3   >?ll L I"- i<* i ,    r>:]    ,> • i I-I:>      :•" 
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educational-economic differences.    To this extent our data provide some 

support for the general Freudian position that there are certain universal 

constants in the  family equation which  may b* invoked to explain the mo- 

tivations]   development of the individual.    We know of no psychoanalytic 

attempt  to make use of the  possibly universal  differential  between father 

and mothsr that we have  just demonstrated,  but we f.ee no reason  in prin- 

ciple why it  could not   be used to  explain motivational  development  in 

much the same way as they use the allegedly univentfil tendence  for sons 

to  fall   in  love with their  mothers.. 

Our data also provide some  support  for the cultural  anthropologists 

who have argued that traditional   "patterns of culture" are of primary 

importance  in  determining the value  structure of individuals..    That  is, 

we have evidence that the  Irish and  Italian  groups despite their simil- 

arity of religion do differ in thsir  attitude t.owivd  independence train- 
« 

ing.    This strongly suggests  that there is  some nource of this  difference 

wh:ich lies in their own  national  or  cultural  history rather than  in their 

religion as  such.,       Finally,  we have a little  evidence which  is relevant 

to the hypothesis  that   economics   is  of primary  importance  in liet.ernrtning 

values.     While  it  is true that  our educational   levels are not  perfectly 

correlated with economic  status by any means,   it   "an scarcely be doubted 

that there  is   some connection between them.     That   is,   certainly  our par- 

ents  "ho h^d not  graduated  trim high school  are   less well-off economically 

on  the whole than those who had  graduated  from high school,  and these in 

turn are less well-off on »hf average than those WHO had graduated from 

Since the peak of  Irish immigration to the United States occurred some 
30 or hO years before the peak of the Italian immigration,   it might be ar- 
gued that we are dealing here not with a cultural   difference but with a 
difference in length of time the two  groups have been  exposed to  American 
values.     This  interpretation is  rendered somewhat unlikely by the  fact  that 
in the  present  instance v>e selected our  informants  fror. those  parents  whose 
children  had at least one prandjvirent born  in  the   "Old  Country". 
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college, etc. Roughly speaking also there are more "capitalists'*, entre- 

preneurs, ard professional people in the most highly educated group and 

more"worker?" in the least educated group- The types of economic activity 

in which these classes of people engage might be expected to influence 

their attiti des toward independence and initiative. And this is what our 

results show to be the case. Parents frcrr. the "over occupational levels", 

enocurage ii.dependence in their children less pcssibly because they see 

less opportunity for its being rewarded or less need for it in the type 

of work they engage in, while the reverse is trve of parents who come 

more often from occupations requiring initiative, self-reliance, and the 

like- Actually in the present analysis the economic factor (as it is re- 

lated tc type of occupation) does not loom as large a3 religion or sex of 

parent--a fact which will give small comfort to those who see history as 

being determined pri^s^ily in <?ennow?c*. terms.  It is nrobablv true that 

the design of the study tended to underplay the economic factor because 

it. was measured indirectly through educational level rather than directly 

through type of occupation (or income level), but even so it appears to 

be only one determinant, along with others like religion; culture, and 

family structure, of attitude toward independence training which in turn 

influences the strength of achievement motivation r^id thus probably even- 

tually the course c? economic development and history. 
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